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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1961; 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  , © © 

O O 0 

O O O O O 0 

0 o o 

o o o 

o o a 

O O O 

7,353 

Population  (Census  1951 ) • ©© 

© 0 o 

0 0 0 o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o e 

0 o o 

285826 

(Census  1961)  0<><» 

o o o 

o o o o o o 

O 0 0 

a o o 

0 0 0 

o a o 

27,336 

Estimated 

Population  for  Birth  & Death  Rates  1961* 

O 0 o 

o o o 

o o o 

0 o o 

27,200 

Number 

of 

Inhabited  Houses 

a o o 

O O O 0 o o 

O O O 

0 O 0 

O O 0 

o o o 

7,700 

Number 

of 

Persons  per  House 

0 o o 

o 0 O 0 o o 

O O 0 

O • 0 

o o o 

o o o 

3©5 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  March , 

o o o o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

O 0 o 

£567, £17 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  1963/61* 

coo 

o o o o o o 

O 0 0 

o o o 

o o o 

0 O o 

£2,21*1 

Number 

of 

Births  ©©©  . ©© 

© o o 

o o o o o o 

o o e 

O O O 

o o o 

O O 0 

1*92 

Net  Birth 

Rate  o o o © « © 

0 o o 

o o o o o o 
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O 0 o 
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o o o 

18  ©1 

Number 

of 

Illegitimate  Births 

o o o 
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0 0 o 

O 0 0 

22 

Number 

of 

Deaths  of  Residents 

o o o 

o o o o o o 

O 0 o 

o o o 

O 0 o 

o o o 

283 

Net  Death 

Rate  o o © # o o 

O O 0 

o o o o o o 

o o o 

o o a 

o o a 

o o o 

io©5 

Number 

of 

Deaths  under  1 year 

o o o 

o o o o o o 

o 0 o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

10 

Of  these  there  were  Illegitimate 

O 0 O O O 0 

o o o 

© o o 

o o o 

o o o 

NIL 

Infantile 

Mortality,  per  1,000  Births  ©©©  ©o© 

o o o 

© © O 

0 0 0 

o o o 

20©3 

Number 

of 

Women  dying  from  Childbirth  © © © © © © 

o o o 

o o o 

0 o o 

O 0 o 

NIL 

Number 

of 

Deaths  from  all  forms 

of  Tuberculosis 

o o o 

o o o 

O 0 o 

o o o 

3 

Number 

of 

Deaths  from  all  forms 

of  Influenza 

o o o 

O 0 o 

0 o o 

o o a 

NIL 

Number 

of 

Deaths -from  all  forms 

of  Bronchitis 

0 o o 

© o o 

o o o 

o o o 

30 

Number 

of 

Deaths  from  all  forms 

of  Pneumonia 

0 o o 

a o o 

o o o 

o o o 

9 

Number 

of 

Deaths  from  all  forms 

of  Measles  © © , 

o o o 

o o a 

O 0 o 

o o o 

NIL 

Number 

of 

Deaths  from  all  forms 

of  Circulatory  Diseases 

O O 0 

o o a 

O 0 o 

18 

Number 

of 

Deaths  from  all  forms 

of  Cancer  © © © 

O 0 o 

o o a 

O O 0 

o o o 

51 
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BEDWELLTY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department , 
Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoed, 
Bargoed, 
Glam0 

1st  July,  1965 0 


'o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council „ 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  VIRUS  DISEASES 

We  seem  to  have  come  to  a point  when  bacterial  and  other  major  organism 
diseases  have  ceased  to  be  of  the  same  gravity  and  deadliness  with  which  they 
presented  a generation  ago0  Tuberculosis  has  become  much  rarer  because  it  was 
previously  on  the  decline  and  adequate  diet,  housing  and  B.C.G.  and,  not  least 
successful,  chemotherapy  have  made  the  problem  comparatively  small  in  this 
country..  Of  course,  we  always  have  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  it  and  not  leave 
it  in  peace  to  reorganise  itself,  likewise  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  typhoid 
and  paratyphoid  are  never  far  removed  from  our  localities  that  we  can  ignore 
their  exlstance.  However,  it  seems  that  virus  infections  are  the  greatest 
threat  to  our  people,  particularly  if  there  is  no  protection  against  themD 


Unfortunately,  health  doctors  and  nurses  have  been  set  a hard  task  of 
maintaining  the  status  quo,  A measles  vaccine  is  expected  shortly,  but  how  we 
are  to  administer  it  without  a large  increase  in  staff  is  difficult  to  foretell „ 
Measles  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  a virus  and  has  complications  which  can  be 
feevere.  The  myopic  child  will  become  more  myopic  as  a result  of  an  attack, 
likewise  there  are  ear  and  chest  complications „ 


German  Measles  or  Rubella  is  extremely  mild  in  this  country..  Unfortunately, 
if  a woman  escapes  the  disease  until  she  is  pregnant,  she  may  give  birth  to  a 
deformed  baby  and  there  is  a strong  case  for  seeing  that  every  young  girl  in  the 
primary  school  is  artificially  infected  with  the  Rubella  virus „ No  doubt,  many 
other  public  health  thinkers  have  wondered  what  to  do  and  when. 


As  far  as  I remember,  myxomatosis  practically  exterminated  wild  rabbits  from 
this  country  in  19£2„  Now  colonies  of  immune  rabbits  are  to  be  seen  here  and 
there  but  what  new  virus  may  suddenly  attack  the  human  race  nobody  knows  „ Influ- 
enza in  1919  killed  more  people  in  Europe  than  the  first  World  War  , now  we  have 
anti -influenza  vaccine,  which  most  people  refuse,  which  fits  with  the  shortage  of 
medical  manpower  and  the  decline  in  virulence  of  the  disease „ 


Epidemic  vomiting  or  gastric  "flu  seems  to  affect  nearly  everybody  in  the 
country  on  the  average  once  a year  and,  unfortunately,  in  spite  of  the  electron 
microscope  and  all  other  means  at  our  disposal,  the  virus  has  not  yet  been 
isolated o The  common  cold  is  as  common  as  ever  and  if  swabs  from  every  case  were 

sent  to  virus  laboratories,  the  work  on  important  and  progressive  things  would 
come  to  a halt. 


,,  1 


There  are  two  diseases,  however , which  are  worth  working  on.  Epidemic 
jaundice , often  undiagnosed,  seems  to  grind  around  our  primary  schools  every  so 
often.  Who  else  is  affected  but  school -children  is  hard  to  guess.  I have 
asked  for  this  disease  to  be  made  notifiable  in  the  past,  without  success , but  I 
am  still  of  the  opinion  that  this  should  be  a notifiable  disease.  Many  of  the 
cases  have  little  or  no  jaundice  but  are  very  poorly  and  their  livers  are  greatly 
enlarged  if  anybody  takes  the  trouble  to  look.  Once  we  know  there  is  epidemic 
jaundice  in  a locality,  intensive  health  education,  using  mass  media  if  necessary, 
might  have  an  affect  on  the  course  of  the  epidemic. 

The  other  disease  I should  like  to  see  made  notifiable  is  glandular  fever. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  easily  confused  with  tonsillitis,  but  examination  of  a blood 
smear  gives  a rapid  pointer  to  the  disease.  After  a time,  the  Paul  Bunnell  test 
on  the  blood  is  a certain  feature  and  the  complications  affecting  the  nervous 
system  of  our  young  students  might  be  avoided.  When  I was  working  in  hospital, 

I always  kept  cases  of  glandular  fever  in  bed  until  they  had  cleared  up  properly 
and  the  numerous  stories  of  university  undergraduates  failing  to  sit  their  exams, 
etc.  seems  to  be  well  within  our  reach.  Unfortunately,  the  severity  of  the 
original  attack  seems  to  be  no  measure  of  these  nervous  complications,  in  which 
the  patient  is  hardly  able  to  get  out  of  bed  but  has  all  the  relatives  in  a state 
of  anxiety. 

> 

Although  the  Sabin  Vaccine  seems  to  have  just  about  eliminated  poliomyelitis, 
other  neurological  diseases  which  may  be  infectious  seem  to  go  from  home  to 
hospital  without  the  M.O.H.  being  any  the  wiser.  The  fee  for  notifying  diseases 
has  remained  undisturbed  for  far  too  long  and  it  takes  a very  conscientious  G.P.  to 
fill  in  a form  for  half  a crown  or  less.  There  is  need  for  changes  in  notifiable 
diseases  and  the  rewards  for  notification. 

Yours  faithfully. 


R.  A.  HOEY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BIRTHS  1 9 6 U 


The  births  registered  during  the  years 


mLui> 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2U3 

13 

2^6 


FEMALES 

227 

9 

236 


Live  birth  rate  per  15000  of  the  population 
Percentage  of  illegitimate  to  legitimate 
■ Stillbirths 

Stillbirth  rate  per  ls000  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths 


009  909  900  OOO  00 


OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO 
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DEATHS  1 9 6 u 


No o of  deaths  during  year  o©o  ooo  ooo  oo©  © o o oo©  ooo  ooo 
The  death  rate  after  correction  of  inward  and  outward  transfers  00©  ©©© 

Death  rate  for  the  previous  years  may  be  compared. 


283 

10©5 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

196k 

11  ©16 

H©85 

10.15 

10  ©83 

10©5 

11.7 

llol 

11  ©9 

10o5 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Under  1 week 
1-2  weeks 

2 - 3 weeks 

3 - h weeks 


• • 0 0 9 OOO  OOO  O © O OOO  0 9 0 9 0 9 900  © O O OOO 


©OO  990  090  900  OOO  090  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO 


5 
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OOO  009  ©90  ©90  OOO  900  009  009  900  OOO  OOO 


OOO  009  900  090  990  OOO  900  900  OOO  OOO  OOO 


Total  under  1 month  6 


1 

3 

6 
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3 months 
6 months 
9 months 
12  months 


OOO  009  090  009 


09  OOO  990  99#  OOO  OOO  OOO 


090  OOO  OOO  900  OOO  OOO  009 


09  OOO  OOO  OOO 


OOO  900  009  990  OOO  OO 


99  900  OOO  OOO 


090  900  OO' 


090  OOO  OOO  009  009  090  OOO  OOO 


2 

1 

1 


Total  U 


090  099  OOO  OOO 


Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - legitimate 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  (first  It  weeks) 
Early  neo -natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live 


OOO  OOO 


20o3 

21.3 

12  o 2 


births ) 


OO  090  999  900  OOO  900  099  900  OOO  OOO 


10.1 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE 
NIL 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Per  1,000  births  (live  and  still )s 


Bedwellty 
Monmouth  County 


900  OOO  OOO  009 


OOO  OOO 


NIL 

NIL 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  196U 


CAUSE 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

1 

Cancer  (Stomach) 

u 

Cancer  (Lung,  Bronchus) 

9 

- 

Cancer  (Breast) 

1 

5 

Cancer  (Uterus) 

- 

3 

Cancer  (Other  Sites) 

11 

10 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

1 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

15' 

Hi 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

36 

26 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

16 

15 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

7 

11 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

21 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

- 

I 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and  111 “defined  Diseases 

5 

10 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

*=* 

All  Other  Accidents 

6 

3 

Suicide 

3 

1 

TOTALS 

158 

125 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


T 

UBERCULOSIS 

Occupational  Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 

Occupation 

Pulmonary 

N on “Pulmonary 

MALES 

Miner 

3 

- 

Club  Steward 

1 

- 

Bank  Official 

1 

- 

Old  Age  Pensioner 

- 

1 

FEMALES 

Housewife 

2 

1 

Under  School  Age 

1 

- 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Cases 

N on -Pulmonary  Cases 

January 

1 

- 

February 

1 

' 1 

March 

2 

- 

April 

- 

1 

May 

- 

- 

June 

2 

- 

July 

1 

- 

August 

1 

- 

September 

- 

= 

October 

- 

- 

November 

- 

- 

December 

- 

TOTAL 

8 

2 
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COMPARISON  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  PULMONARY 
TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

Formal 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1955 

38 

3 

1956 

26 

3 

1957 

26 

1 

1958 

3h 

9 

1959 

Hi 

10 

I960 

28 

3 

1961 

12 

2 

1962 

5 

3 

1963 

13 

1 

1961* 

8 

3 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS  IN  THE  PAST  12  YEARS 


AGE  GROUP 

1 - 5 Yrs 

6-15  Yrs 

16  & over 

1953 

3 

k 

25 

195U 

3 

2 

32 

1955 

- 

It 

3h 

1956 

1 

7 

18 

1957 

2 
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20 

1958 

1 

5 

19 

1959 

3 

1 

10 

I960 

k 

1 

23 

1961 

2 
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8 

1962 

» 

- 
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1963 

2 
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11 
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8 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


Public  Health  Departments 

(Telephones  Bargoed  2137)  Municipal  Offices s 

Aberbargoeds 
Bargoed 3 
Glam. 

1st  Julys  1965c 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
BEDWELLTY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


'Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  in  the  Public  Health 

Department  during  196U „ 


00000000000000000 


NOTICES  SERVED 


(a)  Public  Health  Act  193^ 

(i)  Informal  notices  in  respect  of  repairs  and  nuisances  (Sec.  92) 

t 

(ii)  Abatement  notices  requiring  repair  of  dwellings  (Sec.  93)  000 

(iii)  Requiring  cleansing  of  premises  (Sec.  83)  . ..  o.o  ... 

(iv)  Requiring  provision  of  sufficient  W.C.  accommodation  (Sec.  bk) 

(v)  Requiring  adequate  supply  of  water  in  pipes  to  dwelling  houses 
l Sec.  138) 


9h 

5b 


000  000  000  000  000  000  000  000 


(vi)  Requiring  repairs  to  drains  (Sec0  39) 


000  000  000  000 


(b)  Other  Acts 

(i)  Requiring  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  (Shops  Act  1950)  .oo  1 
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HOUSING 


(a)  Repairs  of  privately  owned  houses; 

(i)  No.  of  houses  repaired  by  owners  as  a result  of  informal  notice  .<>.  28 
(ii)  No.  of  houses  repaired  by  owners  as  a result  of  formal  abatement 


0 © OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  O00  OOO  O0O  OOO  OOO 


notices  . 

The  above  figures  show  a decrease  of  37  notices  on  the  number  for  1963, 


68 


Included  in  (ii)  above  were  ten  cases  which  required  Police  Court  action. 


The  types  of  repairs  fall  fairly  equally  into: 

(a)  roof  repairs  including  gutters  and  downspouts^ 

(b)  damp -proofing ; 

(c)  repair  of  sanitary  accommodation^ 

and  (d)  miscellaneous  internal  repairs  to  woodwork,,  plastering  etc. 


(b)  Slum  Clearance 


Circular  No.  11/65  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  stated 
that  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  has  been  appointed 
to  assist  the  Minister  in  identifying  slums  and  to  consider  the  practicability  of 
establishing  objective  criteria  which  could  be  used  in  a statistical  analysis  of 
how  much  of  the  nation's  housing  stock  is  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  number  to  be  given  is  that  based  on  existing  standards  of  unfitness  and 
the  figure  includes  permanent  houses  on  which  slum  clearance  action  has  been 
initiated  but  which  have  not  been  reported  to  the  Ministry  as  demolished,  closed, 
patched  or  made  fit. 

Estimated  No.  unfit  for  human  habitation:  139 


In  arriving  at  the  number  of  unfit  properties,  no  account  has  been  taken  of 
some  streets  of  houses  requiring  major  maintenance  work  which,  if  not  carried  out, 
will  render  them  unfit  in  some  years'  time. 

Summary  of  progress  in  slum  clearance  since  1951s 

No.  of  houses  where  action  taken  for  demolition  or  closure: 


1951  “55  ...  ...  h 6 
1956  - 60  ...  ...  91 
1961  - date  ...  ...  5l 

I80 


Estimated  number  remaining  to  be  dealt  with:  123. 


It  is  estimated  that  these  will  be  dealt  with  within  a period  of  five  years, 
representing  a total  programme  of  slum  clearance  of  311  houses  since  195l« 

A survey  which  has  taken  ever  12  months  has  been  completed.  The  information 
gathered  in  this  survey  was  used  to  obtain  the  slum  clearance  figures  given  above. 
A register  has  been  compiled,  classifying  all  housing  into  six  grades  of  fitness 
and  standard,  ranging  from  post-war  modern  fully -equipped  houses  to  those  which 
are  due  for  slum  clearance  within  a five  year  period. 


This  information  will  be  useful  when  applications  are  under  review  for  mort- 
gage and  persons  intending  to  purchase  property  can  be  informed  on  the  likelihood 

of  slum  clearance  action  being  taken . 

The  groups  are  as  follows s 

Group  ’A1  - Post-war 5 equipped?  maintained. 


•B» 

•C' 

■D* 

*E* 

'E/F' 


- Pre-war?  equipped!  maintained. 

- Good  type  with  or  without  amenities!  reasonably  good  state  of 

repair • 

- In  a state  of  disrepair. 

- Old  cottage -type  property!  reasonably  we 11 -maintained. 

*E'  type  property  having  inherent  structural  defects  such  as 
stone  spiralled  stairs,  lack  of  through  ventilation  of  bed- 
rooms  and  insufficient  natural  lighting. 


’F(  - Unfit  and  due  for  immediate  slum  clearance  action. 


A number  of  houses  have  been  graded  between  PE’  and  0 F 7 and  this  different- 
iating between  the  two  groups  arises  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the  ”E'!  type 
properties  are  well-maintained  by  owner/occupiers  and  in  some  cases  bathrooms  have 
been  added  to  the  structure.  It  is  worth  noting  that  some  of  the  owner/occupiers 1 
property  in  the  * E * category  have  been  well-preserved  and  maintained. 


Ward 

No.  in 
’E'  category 

No.  in 

’E/F'  and  »D/F' 

No.  in 
s F * category 

New  Tredegar 

2h 

10 

7 

Aberbargoed 

3 

3 

9 

Pen gam  and  Fleur-de-lis 

hh 

27 

30 

Blackwood 

31 

2k 

10 

Argoed,  Markham  and 
Hollybush 

33 

16 

3 



13  £ 

80 

59  ' 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  59  are  in  the  immediate  slum  clearance 
category  (16  of  these  have  been  dealt  with)  and  80  are  in  a secondary  class,  some 
of  which  are  ’border-line’  cases  and  will  require  detailed  inspection  before  being 
represented  as  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a reasonable  cost. 


The  following  houses  were  subject  to  demolition  or  closing  orders  during 


196Us 


G.W.R.  Cottage,  Bedwellty  Road,  Aberbargoedj 
1,  2 and  3 School  Street,  Bedwelltyj 
12  Arvonia  Terrace,  Fleur-de-lis  $ 

1*5  Victoria  Road,  Fleur=de~lisj 
12,  13  and  ll*  Plas  Road,  Fleur-de-lis  $ 
Waunborfa  Cottage,  Fair  View,  Blackwood j 
Waungoch  Bungalow,  Blackwood  § 

Myrtle  Grove,  High  Street,  Blackwood . 


(c)  Improvement  of  Houses 


A survey  has  been  made  to  find  suitable  areas  which  could  be  designated  as 
improvement  areas  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act  1961*.  In  this  connection, 
letters  have  been  sent  to  householders  of  one  street  where  50$  of  the  houses  have 
been  improved  as  a result  of  Improvement  Grant  action  calling  the  attention  of 
the  owners  to  the  advantages  of  the  scheme  and  offering  all  assistance 0 This 
action  will  be  followed  up  by  visits  to  the  houses  concerned,,  The  success  or 
otherwise  of  this  procedure  could  incluence  the  type  of  further  action,. 

If  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  proportion  of  ownership  of  houses  in  the 
area  is  as  follows? 


By  Councils 

31$ 

By  N.C.B.s 

17$ 

By  occupiers; 

37$ 

By  others? 

15$ 

In  the  analysis  of  the  above,  the  following  points  can  be  deduced  from  an 
improvement  point  of  views 

1,  Council  houses  are  fully-equipped  - 31$ 

2o  N.C.B.  (17$)  have  promised  to  progressively  improve  houses  owned 
by  them  (schemes  in  hand  for  Britannia  Terrace,  Pengam,  Church 
Street  and  Elm  Street,  Aberbargoed) . 

3.  Owner/occupiers  (37$)  cannot  be  compelled  to  improve  houses  under 
the  Housing  Act  196 1*,  but  are  gradually  taking  advantage  of  the 
Grant  schemes.  (No.  improved  to  date  is  215  and  these  are  nearly 
all  individual  improvements  done  by  owner/ occupier. ) 

1*.  The  remaining  15$  (tenanted  houses)  are  a target  for  compulsory, 
if  not  voluntary  improvement,  should  they  not  be  equipped  with 
bathrooms.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  900  of  these 
tenanted  houses  which  are  not  so  equipped. 

No.  of  applications  received  and  dealt  with  during  1961*? 

(a)  Standard  Grants?  79  *(29) 

(b)  Discretionary  Grants?  56  *(25)  *Figures  for  1963 „ 
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'HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 
A.  HOUSES  DFMOLISHED 


1„  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason 
of  bad  arrangement 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Section  1*3(2), 
Housing  Act,  1957. 


NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

1*.  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957. 

5.  Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,, 

6.  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  where  action  has 
been  taken  under  Local  Acts,, 

7.  Unfit  houses  included  in 
unfitness  orders 


B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 


8.  Under  Sections  l6(U),  17(1), 
and  35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957. 

9.  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 
Housing  Act,  1957. 

LO.  Parts  of  building  closed  under 
Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Houses 

DISPLACED 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

2 

16 

3 

1 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Council  houses  are  subject  to  routine  inspections  with  particular  reference 
to  cleanliness.  When  repairs  are  noted  during  inspections,  the  Housing  Manager 
is  duly  notified.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  Council  houses  is  reasonably 
good  but  there  are  a few  tenants  requiring  continual  supervision. 

No,  of  inspections  carried  out  during  1961; § 521 

The  detection  of  bed  bugs  in  Council  houses  is  now  a very  rare  event  and,  on 
examining  the  records  of  vacated  Council  houses,  one  can  truly  assess  the 
tremendous  improvement  over  the  years.  In  1935*  out  of  6k  vacated  Council  houses, 
no  less  than  21,  3C$,  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  and  in  1936,  27  out 
of  70  houses  were  so  infested.  This  comparison  with  conditions  30  years  ago  is 
very  striking  and  although  the  improvement  in  insecticides  and  technique  of  dis- 
infestation have  a bearing  on  the  eradication,  one  must  mainly  attribute  this 
improvement  to  a general  uplift  in  cleanliness  standard.  However,  this  does  not 
mean  that  there  must  be  any  relaxation  in  dealing  with  the  ’hard  core"  of  tenants 
where  conditions  are  not  up  to  standard, 

I am  indebted  to  Mr,  Daynes,  Housing  Manager,  who  has  supplied  me  with  the 
number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses.  The  position  at  31st  March,  1965,  wass- 

In  apartments  U01 

Tenants  and  others  263 

66k 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplies  in  the  Rhymney  valley  and  Sirhowy  valley  are  sampled  at  approx- 
imately fortnightly  intervals,  samples  being  taken  from  all  points  in  the  area. 

No.  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  ...  75 

Rhymney  valley  supply  ...  kk 

Sirhowy  valley  supply  31 

In  addition  to  the  above  samples,  periodic  tests  are  carried  out  with  the 
ortho-Tolidine  apparatus  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  present  in  the 
water. 

Nine  samples  showed  some  counts  of  coliform  bacillus.  The  respective  Water 
Board  was  notified  on  each  occasion.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  there  was 
a notable  improvement  in  the  clarity  of  the  water  in  the  Rhymney  valley. 
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REFUSE 


This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
householders  in  all  parts  of  the  area  are  now  supplied  with  refuse  bins0 
Collection  is  twice  weekly  with  one  additional  day  for  salvage  collection,, 

Refuse  tips  have  the  constant  attention  of  the  rodent  operator,, 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

The  area  is  served  by  two  trunk  sewers  with  sea  outfall.  A few  houses  are 
not  on  the  water-borne  system  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  area. 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 

No.  of  autopsies  carried  out  during  1961**  1*0 

The  mortuary  was  also  used  on  a few  occasions  to  receive  bodies  of  persons 
who  had  died  under  violent  circumstances. 

A fee  of  £2.  17 o Od.  is  paid  by  the  Coroner  on  each  occasion  for  the  use  and 
cleaning  of  the  mortuary. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  191*8,  SECTION  50 


Burial  of  the  dead 

It  was  necessary  to  carry  out  duties  under  this  Section  on  one  occasion 
during  the  year.  The  Contractor  to  the  Council  for  such  service  is  Mr.  Herbert 
Jones,  Undertaker,  Blackwood  (telephone  numbers  Blackwood  2365).  This  contract 
also  includes  the  removal  of  a body  of  a person  found  dead  on  the  public  highway 
or  public  place. 


RENT  ACT  1957 

One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  issued  under  the  above  Act  - the  first  since 

I960. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


There  is  no  licensed  shop  for  the  sale  of  pets  in  the  area. 
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HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 


Byelaws  are  in  operation  controlling  cleanliness  and  methods  in  these 
premises o Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  at  intervals.  Number  of  premises 

in  the  areas- 


WARD 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  OF  HAIRDRESSERS 

LADIES 

GENTLEMEN 

New  Tredegar 

3 

1 

Aberbargoed 

2 

1 

Peng am  and  Fleur-de-lis 

2 

2 

Cefh  Ff orest 

1 

2 

Blackwood 

9 

2 

Argoed 

_ 

- 

Markham 

1 

1 

Hollybush 

1 

— 

OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


(a)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


Below  is  an  extract  from  the  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  on 
the  operation  of  the  above  Act  to  31st  December,  1961is~ 

(i)  Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

No,  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No,  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No,  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general  inspect- 
ion during  the  year 

Offices 

U7 

hi 

9 

Retail  Shops 

95 

95 

29 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

1 

- 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

9 

9 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

» 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

152 

152 

38 

■ 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises!  h5 
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Ward 

Shops 

Dwelling- 

house 

shops 

Total 

New  Tredegar 

69 

17 

86 

Aberbargoed 

aa 

7 

51 

Pen gam  and  Fleur-de-lis 

2h 

3 

27 

Gefn  Fforest 

22 

8 

30 

Blackwood 

131 

11 

1I2 

Argoed,  Markham  and  Hollybush 

21 

3 

2a 

Total 

311 

U 9 

360 

Percentage  of  dwellinghouse  shops  to  total  number  of  shops; 


New  Tredegar;  20 % 
Aberbargoed:  1 h% 
Peng am  and  Fleur-de-lis:  11$ 
Gefn  Fforest;  27$ 
Blackwood;  8% 


Argoed,  Markham  and  Hollybush:  13$ 

From  the  above  tables,  it  may  be  noted; 

1.  k0%  of  the  shops  in  the  area  are  in  Blackwood. 

2.  Gefn  Fforest  and  New  Tredegar  have  the  highest  proportion  of  dwelling- 
house  shops. 

The  trades  carried  on  at  the  shops  are  becoming  more  and  more  multiple 5 
nearly  one -third  being  grocery/general  dealers.  The  exception  to  this  is  in 
Blackwood  where  there  is  a higher  proportion  of  specialising  shops  in  the  main 
shopping  area. 


Main  Trade 

Subsidiary  Trades 

Ward 

Gro  eery/ General 
Dealer 

Green- 

grocery 

Sweets 
& Chocs 

Cigarettes 
& Tobacco 

Other 

New  Tredegar 

32 

21 

27 

19 

5 

Aberbargoed 

15 

9 

15 

12 

2 

Pen gam  and  Fleur-de-lis 

8 

6 

7 

8 

1 

Cefn  Fforest 

16  , 

9 

15 

13 

5 

Blackwood 

21 

a 

19 

15 

a 

Argoed,  Markham  and 
Hollybush 

8 

3 

5 

8 

3 

Total 

100 

52 

88 

75 

20 
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Two  points  can  be  deduced  from  the  census: 

1.  The  multiplicity  of  types  of  goods  sold  in  individual  shops  and  the 
fact  that  the  Shops  Act  provisions  relating  to  closing  and  Sunday  trading  have  so 
many  exemptions  according  to  commodity  sold  makes  it  almost  a practical 
impossibility  to  strictly  administer  the  Act. 

2.  No  less  than  200  of  the  360  shops  sell  food  within  the  definition  of 
that  word  in  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  hence  have  to  be  under  the  constant 
observation  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

I am  indebted  to  Hr.  R.  J.  Bullen,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures 
Department,  Monmouthshire  County  Council,  for  the  following  information  on 
sampling  under  the  above  Act  undertaken  by  his  department  in  the  Bedwellty  Area. 

"Samples  Taken:  £0  Milk;  £5  Other  Food;  2 Ice  Cream;  3 Beer:  Total  110 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  all  samples  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of 
the  following: - 

Bottle  of  Guiness  containing  pieces  of  Vulcanite  (Base  of  Stopper) 

Caution  administered  to  Brewers.  Legal  proceedings  not  advised. 


Apple  Charlotte  containing  paper 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  the  paper  to  be  probably  a ticket  from  a Flour 
Sack,  not  harmful  but  undesirable.  Baker  cautioned  by  letter. 

Misdescription  Orange  Lollie 

Wrongly  labelled.  Caution  by  letter." 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  following  table  shows  infestation  and  treatments  carried  out  during  196Iu 
All  sewers  have  been  rat-baited  and  casual  labour  has  been  engaged  to  assist  the 
rodent  operator.  The  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  rat  and  mouse 
infestation  remains  fairly  constant  and  this  leads  one  to  deduce  that  if  there  is 
a lack  of  constant  rodent  control,  there  would  be  an  appreciable  increase  in  the 
rat  population  with  its  subsequent  danger  to  health. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Smoke  concentration  and  sulphur  dioxide  content  of  the  atmosphere  are 
measured  daily  by  a volumetric  measurement  machine  situated  at  the  Municipal 
Offices,  Aberbargoed.  The  machine  is  also  used  for  sampling  of  the  air  for 
radioactivity.  The  following  graph  shows  the  usual  course  of  pollution  with 
its  lowest  point  during  the  summer  months.  Sulphur  dioxide  content  appears  to 
be  somewhat  less  compared  with  previous  years. 

There  has  been  considerable  work  to  lessen  the  air  pollution  arising  rrom 
tipping  c oe rations  ^t  spoil  tips  and  fly  ash  dumps. 


- 25  - 


CINEMAS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 


Cinemas  and  Miners8  Welfare  Institutes  have  been  inspected  and,  where  neces- 
sary, the  management  has  been  contacted  to  attend  to  minor  defects . The  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  imposes  more  control  over  these  premises. 


FOOD  SUPERVISION 


(a)  Public  Houses  and  Clubs 


These  premises  are  all  inspected  on  at  least  two  occasions  during  the  year. 
General  conditions  are  quite  satisfactory.  Considerable  improvements  have  been 
effected  with  major  alterations  in  some  cases.  The  general  standard  of  about 
eight  years  ago  now  appears  low  compared  to  that  of  the  modernised  licensed 
premises. 

The  attention  of  landlords  and  brewers  was,  however,  called  to  several  items; 
in  particular,  where  the  hot  water  supply  to  the  bar  wash-up  is  on  the  same 
circuit  as  that  of  the  living  quarters.  There  is  a tendency  that  the  hot  water 
supply  is  not  maintained  during  warmer  weather  when  fires  are  not  required  in  the 
dwelling  portion  of  the  premises.  The  landlords  have  been  notified  that  they 
must  maintain  a constant  supply  of  hot  water. 

The  usual  defects  of  sanitary  accommodation,  bar  maintenance  and  cleaning 
were  also  the  subject  of  letters.  Below  is  a list  of  defects  and  the  number  of 
premises  at  which  they  occurreds- 

Lack  of  maintenance  of  constant  hot  water  supply  - 3 premises; 

Repair  and/or  decoration  of  bar  and  counters  - 8 premises; 

Repair  and/or  decoration  of  sanitary  accommodation  - 1 premises; 

Drainage  defects  - 1 premises; 

Insufficient  ventilation  - 1 premises. 


(b)  Other  Food  Premises 


Cafes  and  restaurants,  butchers8  shops,  school  canteens,  pithead  canteens  and 
factory  canteens  have  been  regularly  inspected.  There  has  been  co-operation  with 
proprietors  in  securing  a generally  good  standard  of  hygiene. 


(c)  Meat  Inspection 

There  is  no  abattoir  in  the  area.  In  order  to  secure  100 % meat  inspection 
at  the  abattoirs  in  the  Bedwas  and  Machen  Urban  District  Area,  an  agreed  arrange- 
ment is  operating  for  relief  meat  inspection  in  cases  of  emergency  absence  of  the 
public  health  inspectors  employed  by  that  Authority.  Mynyddislwyn  Urban  District 
Council  and  Gelligaer  Urban  District  Council  also  assist  in  this  relief  meat 
inspection.  Such  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  by  your  public  health 
inspectors  for  three  weeks  during  196U. 
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(d)  Ice  Cream 


Ice  cream  sampling  has  been  concentrated  during  the  year  on  supplies 
manufactured  in  the  area.  Most  of  the  supply  is  complete  cold  mix,  three 
establishments  sell  heat-treated  ice  cream.  31  samples  were  taken  and  very 
satisfactory  results  were  obtained  in  that  25  were  in  'Grade  1"  category  of 
bacteriological  purityj  two  samples  were  'Grade  2'$  one  'Grade  3s | and  three 
'Grade  U’.  Detailed  investigations  were  made  in  the  case  of  the  "Grade  !*' 
samples  and  the  defects  in  plant  were  remedied  by  the  vendors. 


(e)  Milk  Supplies 

1*2  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  the  vendors'  supplies  within  the  Bedwellty 
«.  Area,  Two  samples  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  follow-up  enquiries  were 

made  at  the  pasteurising  depot  in  each  case.  The  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
‘ Methylene  Blue  test  and  Phosphatase  test  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.,  Newport. 
All  samples  were  from  heat-treated  milk  - the  only  supply  in  the  area. 


(f ) Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 

(g)  Condemned  Food 

The  following  foods  were  surrendered  by  shopkeepers  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


'Meat  (canned  and  fresh) 

lbs. 

^Frozen  Foods 

pkts 

• 

Pork  Shoulder 

33 

Steak  Pies 

9 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

8 

Beefburgers 

33 

Cooked  Ham 

hizi 

Fish  Cakes 

h 

Minced  Steak 

3 

Steaklets 

6 

Chopped  Pork 

26f 

Fish  Fingers 

29 

Lambs  Tongue 

5§ 

Braised  Beef 

ill 

Corned  Beef 

8?} 

Shepherds  Pie 

3 

Pork  Loin 

hh 

Plaice 

3 

Jellied  Veal 

681 

Haddock 

7 

Stewed  Steak 

9 

Peas 

5 

Minced  Pork 

8 

Sprouts 

1 

Lamb 

25 

Beans 

1 

Chicken 

3 

Ham 

11 

*This  was  due  to  a breakdown 

in 

Bacon 

i 

refrigerator  cabinet. 

* 

I 
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Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables 


Tins 


Apricots 

16 

Beans 

3b 

Fruit  Cocktail 

7 

Grapefruit 

13 

Mixed  Vegetables 

11 

Peaches 

U6 

Peas 

213 

Pineapples 

Plums 

36 

Rice  Pudding 

16 

Tomatoes 

188 

Other  Foods 

Plum  Jam 

10 

pots 

Sauce 

36 

bottles 

Milk 

26 

tins 

Noodles  with  Meat 

U8 

tins 

Soups 

6?2 

tins 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health* 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  19  2,  3*  b 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

2 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

3b 

39 

6 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

a 

Total 

36 

Ul 

6 

- 
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. Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Referred 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.  M. 
Inspector 

By  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

(S.l.) 

i „ 

— , 

CS3 

Overcrowding 

(S.2.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

(S.3.) 

, 

CM 

lm  , 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

(s.U.) 

. 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6.) 

. 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7.) 
(a)  Insuff- 
icient 

2 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  Defect- 
ive 

h 

3 

2 

. 

(c)  Not  separ- 
ate for 
eexes 

Other  Offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences 
relating  to 
out -work) 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

h 

1 

3 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
There  are  no  outworkers  operating  in  the  area. 
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I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  all  those  without 
whose  help  the  work  of  the  year  could  not  have  been  accomplished  - to  the  Council 
for  their  continued  support  and  to  my  staff  for  their  zeal  and  enthusiasm. 

Yours  faithfully. 


A.  M.  COLEMAN 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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